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reflective connections (ins
site-specific installation, University of Johannesburg, South Africa
image: Bev Butkow, Guns & Rain, Nidaa Husein
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reflective connections

In her materially rich installation reflective connections (2023), Bev Butkow creates an environment for exploration,
contemplation, and discovery. The installation consists of four large, net-like, woven fabric sculptures that are
suspended from above, as well as a reflective vinyl floor design that is based on the play of light and shadow through
the semi-transparent sculptures. The soft sculptures are distinct yet interconnected, and visitors can walk through
and explore from all sides.

Butkow sources her materials - ribbons, beads, string, and various other kinds of threads - locally in South Africa, but
many of them originate in Asia before being exported around the world. Transporting these artworks in turn to Hong
Kong emphasizes how the world is interconnected through capital, information and labour.

Less tangible, interpersonal and experiential connections bring us together over vast geographic and cultural
distances. In particular, Butkow places the experiences of women at the centre of the worlds conceived by the
installation, through how she expands the possibilities of weaving, a technique historically associated with “women'’s
work”. Her use of textiles, beads, ribbons and threads relates to her memories of her grandmother, who, having
escaped Lithuania prior to World War I, kept drawers filled with salvaged materials of these kinds.

Butkow’s work thus interlaces the personal and the social, the private and the public, the past and the present.
Regardless of their age, race, nationality or gender, viewers are invited to experience the interplay of Butkow's
abstract soft sculptures and, in the midst of the intense activity of an art fair, to enjoy a space for reflection and
speculative associations.
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About the artist

Bev Butkow (b. Johannesburg, 1967) is a South African artist 'r’
whose work transgresses the boundaries between textile art, y Al
painting, sculpture, and installation. She works |
experimentally across and between these genres, using
weaving as a literal and figurative process for connecting the
material, the personal and the social. Butkow is a latecomer
to art-making, having transitioned from a successful career in
finance to a full-time art practice. In 2022 she completed her
Master of Fine Arts (cum laude) at the University of the
Witwatersrand, Johannesburg (Wits), with support from the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, and presented the outcome
of this academic engagement as a solo body of work at the
Origins Centre Museum at Wits.

Through processes of making and unmaking, weaving and
unravelling, her works dramatise her own experience of
occupying different and sometimes conflicting roles
simultaneously. Her materially and conceptually rigorous
approach to artmaking is a means of interrogating the ways
in which we walk upon the earth, as individuals and in
community.

Butkow exhibited new work at the Dakar Biennale, Senegal,
and in the curated Tomorrows/Today section of the Investec
Cape Town Art Fair in 2022. In the same year, she presented
her work at Contextile Bienal TextileTALKS, Portugal. Her
work has also been shown at 1-54 Art Fair (London), Galerie
Christophe Person (Paris), and at Wits Art Museum
(Johannesburg). She has forthcoming exhibitions in London,
Lisbon and Johannesburg in 2023.
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never static (installation view)



never static (detail)
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Bev Butkow (South Africa)
never static, 2022

Wool, dressmaking scraps, string,
ribbon, twine, copper rod, time
and labour

Made with Thandiswa Maxinyane
& Danily Hunga

k 250 x 170 cm







3‘ never static (detail
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Bev Butkow (South Africa)
beneath our threshold of
awareness, 2022

Thread, wool, string, copper
rod, time and labour

Made with Thandiswa
Maxinyane & Danily Hunga
180 x 180 cm
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dappled perspectives (installation view)
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Bev Butkow (South Africa)
dappled perspectives, 2022

Wool, string, twine, copper rod,
time and labour

Made with Thandiswa Maxinyane
210x 210 cm
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dappled perspectives (installation view close-up)
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Of generations past, and future (installation view)
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Bev Butkow (South Africa)

Of generations past, and future, 2023

Thread, dressmaking scraps, copper rod, time
and effort

Made with Thandiswa Maxinyane

380x 170 cm
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Bev Butkow (South Africa)

Unmapping I, 2023

Thread, wool, ribbon, glass beads, perspex rods,
time and labour

Made with Thandiswa Maxinyane

72 X 54 cm
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Bev Butkow (South Africa)

Unmapping I, 2023

Wool, thread, dressmaking scraps, glass beads, time and
labour

Made with Thandiswa Maxinyane

50 x43 cm




GEUNS & RAIN

Bev Butkow (South Africa)

Unmapping Ill, 2023

Wool, thread, glass beads, time and labour
Made with Thandiswa Maxinyane

44 x 37 cm
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Bev Butkow (South Africa)

Unmapping 1V, 2023

Thread, wool, cord, ribbon, time and labour
Made with Thandiswa Maxinyane
38x32cm
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Bev Butkow (South Africa)

Unmapping V, 2023

Thread, wool, ribbon, dressmaking scraps, metallic
balloon, time and labour

Made with Thandiswa Maxinyane

51 x32cm
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Bev Butkow (South Africa)

Unmapping VI, 2023

Wool, thread, dressmaking scraps, time and
labour

Made with Thandiswa Maxinyane

50x 31 cm
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About Guns & Rain

Guns & Rain is a Johannesburg-based gallery for contemporary African art, with a strong local and international
programme of exhibitions and collaborations. Founded in 2014 as one of Africa’s first online galleries, Guns & Rain
was established to address the under-representation of African art online and globally. Today, the gallery works with
over twenty emerging artists from six African countries - South Africa, Zimbabwe, Namibia, Botswana, Mozambique
and Nigeria - and is known both for its leaning towards social and political themes and for identifying new talent.

Guns & Rain has produced regular exhibitions in Johannesburg since 2015 and has had a physical space in
Johannesburg since 2018. In addition to our local exhibition programme, the gallery participates in local and
international art fairs and regularly collaborates with partner galleries and dealers to present a busy programme of
exhibitions in Africa, Europe and the United States. Guns & Rain has helped launch several artists into international
careers and has helped place African art in multiple collections around the world.

The gallery is a member of the African Art Galleries Association (AAGA) and the Association of Women Art Dealers
(AWAD). We also collaborate with universities and have hosted artists and multiple interns from the University of
Johannesburg and University of Oxford.

The name Guns & Rain comes from the work of South African-born British anthropologist and playwright David Lan,
who wrote about guerrillas and spirit mediums in Zimbabwe’s liberation struggle. Lan’s work is concerned with
culture, identity, land, struggle, change, and other important African themes that also inform the curatorial focus
and programme of the gallery.

www.gunsandrain.com
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