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Asanda Kupa (South Africa)

Asanda Kupa’s (b.1981) work is grounded by the experiences of those forced to the periphery of ‘The New South Africa’; 
despite its great re-birth. Born in Molteno - a semi-rural village in the Eastern Cape, South Africa’s poorest province - Kupa’s 
scenes depict the chaos and energy of life for many of the country’s subjugated black population, a life that is defined by 
struggle and by lack of access to basic resources. 

Kupa is concerned with how our new political regime has failed its people – the very people who brought it to power through 
their own sacrifice – whilst also celebrating the self-determining spirit that marks a long history of civic action. Protest, spurred 
by grass-roots community frustration, is a central theme of his work. His series of striking crowd scenes, inspired by the 
Marikana mine-worker massacre of 2012, shows militant action not only as an expression of fury, but also a place of refuge 
and hope in post-apartheid South Africa. 

When working with paint, Kupa brings incredible energy to his figures – human or animal – through a layering of pigment over 
blacked-out canvases. The effect is a mass of murky yet dynamic forms that vividly express movement, and atmosphere. In 
Kupa’s work, dense, moody landscapes are also haunted scenes; the figures are anonymous types, brimming with emotion. 

In the work we present for ICTAF 2018, Kupa has started to investigate the role of ritual and ancestry in contemporary social 
strife. He asks questions about people’s rejection of indigenous modes of being and living. How might our ancestors feel 
about the way we behave today? Why do we fail to become our true selves?

Asanda Kupa lives in Johannesburg, and works from his studio at the Bag Factory, situated in central downtown 
Johannesburg. He returns to his childhood home often, and is an active Molteno community member. He has exhibited in 
multiple group exhibitions in South Africa: in 2017 his work has featured in Charting at Eclectica Contemporary (Cape Town), 35 
Years: Trailblazers at Lizamore & Associates (Johannesburg), and Droogte Drought/Imbla Isomiso at Artvark (Cape Town). This 
year he also had a solo exhibition at Eclectica Contemporary titled Un_Learn, my soul, and was a featured artist in the Guns & 
Rain booth at the Also Known As Africa Fair in Paris. Kupa’s work sits in a number of important South African collections, 
including The Southern African Foundation For Contemporary Art.  In 2013 he was the recipient of the Reinhold Cassirer 
Award.
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Asanda Kupa
Victor or Victim? (2016)
Charcoal on paper
200cm (variable) x 124.5cm
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Asanda Kupa
Victim or Victor? (2016)
Charcoal on paper
200cm (variable) x 124.5cm
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Asanda Kupa
Mazibuye inkomo zobawo (2017)
(Trans. “The cattle of the forefathers must return”)
Acrylic on Canvas
142 x 93cm
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Asanda Kupa
So It Was You (2018)
Charcoal on Paper
103 x 84cm (variable)
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Asanda Kupa
A place where dogs walk to die (2018)
Charcoal on Paper
108 x 75cm (variable)
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Asanda Kupa
I/We Build These Streets (2017)
Oil on canvas
118 x 144cm
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Asanda Kupa
Apho kufele khon’ ithole (Where the calf died) (2017)
Oil on canvas
67 x 40 cm



10

Asanda Kupa
Izithukuthuku zenja ziphelela eboyeni (The sweat of the dog doesn’t go beyond its fur) (2017)
Acrylic on canvas
100 x 68.5 cm
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Asanda Kupa
Humans and Monkeys, Dog eat Dog (2018)
Charcoal on Paper
99 x 67cm (variable)
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Asanda Kupa
Take Chance (2018)
Charcoal on Paper
103 x 84cm (variable)



Asanda Kupa
Equipment (2017)
Acrylic on canvas
92 x 70.5 cm
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Asanda Kupa
Zisisfulathele (They have turned their backs on us) (2017)
Acrylic on canvas
117 x 75.5 cm



15

Asanda Kupa
Three Wise Men (2015)
Lithograph
Edition of 10
52.5 x 38.5cm
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Asanda Kupa
As Loud As Dead (2015)
Lithograph
Edition of 10
52.5 x 38.5 cm

Asanda Kupa
Confrontation (2015)
Lithograph
Edition of 10
52 x 38 cm


