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THINA DUBE 

 

Thina Dube’s (b. South Africa, b 1993) work is the work of human recall 

and explores kinship, nostalgia and intimacy. Incorporating aspects of his 

biography with the fantastical elements of other stories, Dube’s prints and 

figurative paintings are an intimate filter for interpreting his lived 

experience and identity politics. 

 

Dube’s recent work contains two recurring motifs, the doily and the 

sunflower. The decorative doily came with imperialism and the Victorian 

influences that tried to recall the European dream. In the South African 

context, doilies are remnants of the settler-colonial incursion into ways of 

being and is a telling example of how people continue to live in the 

shadow of the demise of apartheid.  

 

Keeping everything pristine and starched just so made it possible to forget 

what was happening outside of the confines of the front room. It was the 

one place where things were within our control. But doilies also point to 

the quiet dignity of lives. They were a symbol of reassurance and strength 

– culture, beauty, taste and order.  As well as using real-life doilies, Thina 

prints his monotypes using paper doilies, which must be discarded after 

use. Things do not always remain the same; the recurring doilies become 

a metaphor for things lost in the fire of the past.  

 

Dube’s sunflower is a symbol for memory, which moves in response to 

the sun’s journey across the sky. In this sense, memory is fickle and 

memories are not static but dynamic: they change through time, creating 

an interplay between internal and external factors, shaping our 

relationships with both people and objects that signify them. Objects 

carry regrets, hopes and dreams, fixing in place moments of the feelings 

we might wish to have back.  

 

The artist’s nostalgia points to a childlike state in all of us that is 

unending, searching for that time in the past when everything was less 

complicated and made sense. But his is also an intense moral searchlight 

that subtly questions the history of South Africa, the history of the 

struggle and what exists in collective memory about what it means to be 

South African.  

 

Dube is a graduate of the University of Johannesburg, holds a 

postgraduate diploma in Education, and teaches at the National School of 

the Arts. He has exhibited in dozens of group shows across South Africa 

including at the Stellenbosch Museum and ABSA Bank (2018).  His work 

has been shown at AKAA Paris (2018), Cologne Fine Art & Design 

(2019), ARCO Lisboa (2020) and 1-54 London (2020, 2021), and sits in 

multiple international collections.

 

  

 

Selected text from Fadzai Muchemwa's article, Spectres of Memory (2021) 

https://mailtrack.io/trace/link/8b96f4294169a7688d2aee44657993c28ba57089?url=https%3A%2F%2Fartthrob.co.za%2F2021%2F11%2F22%2Fspectres-of-memory-in-the-work-of-thina-dube%2F&userId=3821621&signature=172068c680352b89
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But Love Patiently Waits, Accommodating Blind Dates  

2022 

Acrylic, drawing ink, charcoal, soft pastels, collage, and doily 

on Fabriano paper 

100 x 70 cm  
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Detail from But Love Patiently Waits, Accommodating Blind Dates 

2022 
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I Gave You a Gift of Absence, But Time Won’t Allow it  

2022 

Drawing ink, charcoal, soft pastel, doily, synthetic flowers, and acrylic on canvas 

106 x 158 cm 
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Detail from I Gave You a Gift of Absence, But Time Won’t Allow it  

2022 
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Can I Give You My Undivided Attention 

When You Speak?  

2022 

Drawing ink, charcoal, soft pastel, doily, and 

acrylic on Fabriano paper 

100 x 70 cm 
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Is it Doubt That Holds on to You Comfortably?  

2022 

Drawing ink, charcoal, soft pastel, and acrylic on 

Fabriano paper 

100 x 70 cm 
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Don’t Talk to Your Memories Too Much 

2022 

Drawing ink, charcoal, soft pastel, and acrylic on canvas 

88 x 70 cm 
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Detail from Is it Doubt That Holds on to You Comfortably?  

2022 

 

Detail from Don’t Talk to Your Memories Too Much 

2022 
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Some Dreams Are Meant to Be Caught 

2021 

Drawing ink, charcoal, soft pastel, and acrylic on 

Fabriano paper 

100 x 70 cm 
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Tomorrow Can Only Be Obtained if You Cherish the Memories 

You Are Given I 

2021 

Monotype on Fabriano paper 

46 x 33 cm  

Tomorrow Can Only Be Obtained if You Cherish the Memories 

You Are Given VII 

2021 

Monotype on Fabriano paper 

46 x 33 cm  
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Tomorrow Can Only Be Obtained if You Cherish the Memories 

You Are Given VIII 

2021 

Monotype on Fabriano paper 

46 x 33 cm  

Tomorrow Can Only Be Obtained if You Cherish the Memories 

You Are Given IX 

2021 

Monotype on Fabriano paper 

46 x 33 cm  
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 THINA DUBE: ARTIST’S BIOGRAPHY 
 

Thina Dube (b.1993, South Africa) is an artist whose practice explores 

his nation’s multi-layered identity politics as well as identity’s fluidity in 

response to social environments and change. Initially trained as a 

printmaker - and sometimes using his own crafted handmade paper - 

Dube unpacks the themes of identity, social inclusion, attachment, 

memory and loss in relation to both people and objects. In so doing, he 

builds a tension between narrative storytelling and aspects of still life. 

  

Referencing the theatre convention, his work also “breaks the fourth 

wall”, inviting viewers to project themselves into his often-faceless 

figures, to reflect on their own lived experience and how memories 

morph through time. This ‘breaking’ of negative and positive space in 

his work allows for the audience to consider their own realities whilst 

questioning how identity is shaped through context and situation. 

  

Thina Dube is a graduate of the University of Johannesburg, holds a 

postgraduate diploma in Education, and teaches at the National School of 

the Arts. He has exhibited in dozens of group shows across South Africa 

including at the Stellenbosch Museum and ABSA (2018). Dube has 

worked with Guns & Rain since 2015. 

 

His work has been shown at AKAA Paris (2018), Cologne Fine Art & 

Design (2019), ARCO Lisboa (2020) and 1-54 London (2020, 2021), 

and sits in multiple international collections. 
 

PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST THINA DUBE (2021, GUNS & RAIN GALLERY) 
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