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BEV BUTKOW  

EMBODIED- ENTANGLEMENTS 

 

 

Bev Butkowôs (b. 1967, South Africa) deeply material process creates 

tactile textured surfaces that expand dimensionally to take up space. 

Thousands of tiny beads and mundane everyday materials ï often textile 

or domestic-related ï are playfully woven together through the small 

routine habitual gestures of her body in a highly physical making practice. 

Imprinted traces of rhythm, enforced constraint and the intensity of 

gendered work are captured in these woven constellations which hold 

autographic traces of Butkowôs entangled life as an woman-artist-wife-

mother-South African-student-global citizen. 

 

 

Heavily-laden, heavily-laboured sedimented surfaces grow into multi-

layered sculptural masses from the time and energy invested in them. 

Butkowôs process is an ongoing process of unravelling order and then 

attempting to make sense of disorder. A strong feature of her 

entanglements is the prevailing sense of messiness and disorder, 

contrasting with harmonious rhythm. In her forms, other contradictory 

elements are forced to co-exist: the tiny and insignificant are 

monumentalised; the practice of expanded painting is set against 

weaving; magical possibilities hold the weightiness of life. Through these 

tensions, she explores alternate states of her sedimented body ï the 

disciplined socialised worker in contrast to the intuitive innate creative. 

 

The porosity of her forms dissolve into the background and then reassert 

themselves. This mirrors the invitation implicit in Butkowôs process 

which entices the viewer to immerse herself in sensory experiential 

moments. Her entangled constellations embody that moment of 

connection when the viewer thinks she grasps their meaning, but it slips 

away, just out of reach. Fugitive. Creative practice is mobilised to un-

discipline, de-discipline and destabilize. 

 

 

Butkow is currently completing a Master of Fine Arts at Wits University 

on a scholarship from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. She began 

making art in her mid-40s and is now a full time artist grounded in the 

seriousness of her responsibility as an artist, maker, communicator and 

social actor. Bukowôs work has been exhibited in multiple exhibitions in 

South Africa, at 1-54 African Art Fair London (2019) and will exhibit at 

the forthcoming Dakar Biennale (2022). Deeply committed to social 

engagement and education, she co-founded a library in Limpopo and sits 

on the board of 11 schools. Born and living in Johannesburg with her 

husband and four children, her creative home is the Bag Factory Artist 

Studios, blocks away from where her grandfather sold eggs at the Fresh 

Produce Market in the 1960s. 
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Multiple Perspectives  

Co-made with Heidi Stroh, Sharon Maxinyane, and 

Cynthia Maxinyane  

2022 

Glass, plastic, wood and metal beads, artificial pearls, 

fabric offcuts, galvanised roofing wire, ribbon, plastic 

shopping bags, dishcloth, wool, fishing gut, string, 

wood, faux fur, canvas, hangers, and embodied traces 

of time / labour / exertion / conversation / instruction 

200 x 390 cm (height variable) 
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Installation detail from Multiple Perspectives  

2022 

= 

Multiple Perspectives  

 
156 hanging thread entanglements  

Over 1000 hours of labour 

Approx. 350 km of scrap fabric 

Over 500 knots 

Over 1000 beads 

70 carabiners 

Over 30 small woven pieces   
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Installation detail from Multiple Perspectives  

2022 
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Detail from Multiple Perspectives  

2022 
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And in the dying moments of her academic constraint, she rioted 

2021 

Oil paint, encaustic wax, ink, silver leaf, bronze leaf, and glitter on linen 

220 x 300 cm 
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Detail from And in the dying moments of her academic constraint, she rioted 

2021 
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Detail from And in the dying moments of her academic constraint, she rioted 

2021 
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Detail from And in the dying moments of her academic constraint, she rioted 

2021 
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A suggestiveness 

Co-made with Pinky Moyo 

2020 

Glass, plastic, wood and metal beads, artificial pearls, fishing gut, 

string, and embodied traces of time / labour / exertion / conversation / 

instruction 

110 x 83 cm 
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Details from A suggestiveness 

2020 
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Details from A Suggestiveness 

2020 
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ever-expanding connections 

Co-made with Cynthia Maxinyane 

2021, 2022, ongoing 

Glass beads, synthetic pearls, fishing gut, jewellery wire, and 

embodied traces of time / labour / exertion / conversation / 

instruction 

Free form, with variable size 
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Details from ever-expanding connections 

2021, 2022, ongoing 
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Detail from ever-expanding connections 

2021, 2022, ongoing 

 


