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ANN GOLLIFER

To the uninitiated, the landscape of Botswana may seem like a
monotonous stretch of earth. To those with the eye, it is a wheel of colour.
From this brown and tan earth, artist Ann Gollifer has extracted a vast
stretch of ochres and pigments in colours varying from creams, yellows,
browns to reds, pinks and purples.

Gollifer is interested in how politics and power have defined ecosystems
and identities, but also in ‘deep time’: a time scale of geologic events
which is almost unimaginably greater (due to its vastness) than the time
scale of human lives and human plans.

The artist is in the process of methodically cataloguing the Botswana
ochres — each colour is named for its site of origin and then identified in
the International 2009 Munsell soil colour chart. In Setswana there is no
separate word for blue or green. But there is the colour grue, that
combines both colours. Collecting and processing the pigments into paint
is a meditative process; walking out into the land, gathering the earth,
pummeling it with a mortar and pestle, suspending the pigments in water,
and turning them into paint. Ann was taught this chemistry by a master:
“Mma Motsei Nkwemabala, a traditional painter and healer from
Mochudi, South east Botswana, has provided me with the largest array of
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colours from the landscapes where she lives and she has shared her
knowledge of their collection, processing and significance with me,” Ann
says.

“Working with ochre has made me want to become something like an
alchemist, making gold out of earth, drawing blood out of stone,” says
Ann. It has set me on a journey that has no end and each step | take helps
me understand that | know nothing in comparison to what the earth
knows.”

Gollifer has lived and worked in Gaborone, Botswana since 1985. A
multidisciplinary artist, her own navigation of identity informs much of
her work: she was born in a remote part of Guyana to British and Warao-
Arawak parents, who travelled and worked widely during her childhood,
and completed a Masters in History of Art at Edinburgh University
(1983). She has exhibited in multiple group and solo shows across
multiple countries - most recently at 1-54 Art Fair London (2021) - and
her work has been collected by the British Museum, the National Museum
of Botswana and the Triangle International Art Workshops amongst
others.

Selected text by Khumo Sebambo
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Deep Time (Part 2)

2021

Botswana ochres on 300gsm Arches paper
208 x 127 cm
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Details from Deep Time (Part 2)
2021
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Detail from Deep Time (Part 2)
2021
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Earth Bound
2020
Artist quality earth pigments in gum arabic and graphite on 3oogsm Arches paper

240 x 362 cm
ANN GOLLIFER [BOTSWANA / GUYANA / UK]
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Details from Earth Bound
2020
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Detail from Earth Bound
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Hanien: Die Dans van Die Reen

2021

Red Ochre-Mochibidu pigment watercolour and wood char with kraal
manure and graphite on Arches paper, with photocopy transfer

240 x 84 cm
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Levigated charcoal black-sieved and left out for evaporation, from the artist’s studio
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Cameo #1

2020

Earth pigments in Gum Arabic on BFK Rives paper
76 X 56.5 cm
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Cameo #4

2020

Earth pigments in Gum Arabic on BFK Rives paper
76 x56.5 cm
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She wuel he

She and He

2019

Watercolour on BFK Rives paper
56.5x 76 cm
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Grinding Tswapong gold pigment, from the artist’s studio
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Leaf Mother

2019

Watercolour on BFK Rives paper
s 76 x 56.5 cm
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PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST ANN GOLLIFER (2020, COURTESY OF THE ARTIST)
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