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About Fresh Voices

We started an annual tradition in 2018 with our "Fresh Voices" exhibition, which showcases brand new 
emerging African artists - it is often their first gallery exhibition. Supporting young artists in the early stages 
has been at the core of the gallery’s work from the get-go. “Fresh Voices”, featuring the work of 4 talented 
artists from 3 countries is now live on Artsy for the world to enjoy (10th June - 2nd July), accompanied by a 
series of live studio visits via Instagram.

Self-taught textile artist Sizwe Sibisi from Kwa-Zulu Natal, South Africa creates colourful, abstract, 
hand-stitched patchworks which celebrate and honour the LGBTQI+ community and single mothers. 

Angelique Bougaard, a 4th-year honours student in Johannesburg, works in various mediums, including 
with handmade paper, quietly and gently exploring the themes of personal memory, death, regeneration and 
nostalgia.

A recent MA graduate interested in origins, Thebe Phetogo (Botswana) navigates between figurative 
painting (in conversation with the physics concept of the ‘blackbody’) and abstracted landscape painting (in 
conversation with Setswana geography, origin myths and knowledge systems). 

Also recently having had her MA exam show, Sanelisiwe (Neli) Nkonyane’s (eSwatini/Swaziland) work 
looks at embodiment and cultural disobedience as strategies to challenge Nguni cultural views of the female 
body. By disobeying cultural norms through photography, she takes ownership of how her body is viewed. 

https://www.artsy.net/show/guns-and-rain-fresh-talent


Thebe Phetogo (Botswana) 
blackbody as a Bodyprint (after David Hammons) 
2020 
Shoe polish, oil, acrylic and collage on canvas 
61 x 50,5 cm 



Thebe Phetogo (Botswana) 
blackbody Nascency 
2020 
Shoe polish, oil, acrylic and collage on 
canvas 
51 x 41 cm



About Thebe Phetogo (Botswana)

Interested in origins, Thebe Phetogo (b. 1993) weaves between figurative painting (in conversation with the physics concept of the 
‘blackbody’) and abstracted landscape painting (in conversation with Setswana geography, origin myths and knowledge systems).

“Each of us ‘makes’ the world. In other words, it is our positionality that allows us to imagine each of our own immediate worlds. In 
my work I endeavour to make visible the specific ‘world-version’ I carry visible.” 

“The works in this selection are from my blackbody and Lowe series. The title of the blackbody work is adopted from the 
eponymous concept in physics, where a blackbody is “an idealized, hypothetical perfect physical body and absorber and radiator 
of all electromagnetic energy, with no reflecting power”. The idea of a different origin story and definition for a black body is of 
interest to me in relation to figurative painting. The namesake concept exists on a spectrum and, in my own adaptation, I take 
advantage of this malleability and try to visualize this spectrum. 

“The Lowe paintings were initially conceived as a stage on which to set the figurative elements in my work. This developed into a 
sustained interest in landscape painting of a sort. In various Setswana mythologies, Lowe is the both the name of a mountainous 
cave from which the first humans are said to have emerged, and the deity associated with the cave. Thinking through this site of 
origins as a psychic entryway opened the door for other systems of knowledge and reference points to come into the work in a 
non-hierarchical fashion.  I combine incongruent visual elements from beyond the field of painting:  “oracle-like” image systems of 
mapping, and data graphs without a key, are reduced to pure form and colour to build up a picture.  This offers distance and opens 
up possibilities to think about the idea of landscape for myself.”

Thebe holds a Postgraduate Diploma in Fine Art (2017) and Masters in Fine Art (2019) from the Michaelis School of Fine Art, 
University of Cape Town. He was a 2019 Cassirer Welz Award finalist and has participated in several exhibitions in Botswana and 
South Africa.



Angelique Bougaard (South Africa) 
Exodus 

2020 
Mixed Media on Handmade Paper 

65 x 95 cm



Angelique Bougaard (South Africa) 
Memory I 
2019 
Print on handmade paper 
90 x 66cm



About Angelique Bougaard (South Africa)

Currently completing her honours degree in Fine Art at the University of Johannesburg, Angelique Bougaard 
works in a variety of mediums to express her interest in personal memory. 

“My work explores death, regeneration and nostalgia through multidimensional image-making techniques. 
Emerging from a nostalgic place, these artworks simultaneously capture and distort time. The handmade quality 
of paper, carefully stitched surfaces, interplay between light and dark are significant imprints of my contemplative 
and meditative energy. I integrate stitched-in map contours and imagery of my late sister and dad to 
communicate death and loss.”

“My approach to dealing with death and loss is with a light touch. I integrate the word smile and the smiley face 
(from my late sister’s letter) into some of the works, alluding to this sense of whimsicality. I don’t want my work to 
be a mere morbid encounter but a quaint encounter that is nostalgic in an appealing way.”

“Various people have experienced and encountered situations of loss and pain, so my work becomes a space for 
the viewer to encounter their own similar experiences. My work is not prescriptive: it relies on feeling, connection 
and what the viewer encounters. The association and lived experiences of the viewer becomes equally 
important.”

Angelique has already competed in several art competitions and exhibitions, receiving a drawing award in 2018 
at the Straus & Co Irma Stern competition, and a merit award winner in the Sasol New Signatures competition in 
2019.



Sizwe Sibisi (South Africa) 
Dual Effort

 2020 
Patchwork with cotton and cotton-blends, hand-stitched

81 x 135cm



Sizwe Sibisi (South Africa) 
Bump In The Road 

2020 
Patchwork with cotton and cotton-blends, hand-stitched

67 x 117 cm



Sizwe Sibisi (South Africa) 
With You 

2020 
Patchwork with cotton and cotton-blends, hand-stitched

66 x 124cm



About Sizwe Sibisi (South Africa)

Sizwe Sibisi (b.1987) is a visual artist from Kwa-Zulu Natal who taught himself about art thanks to his local 
library in Pietermaritzburg and the Tatham Art Gallery. He originally trained as a nurse but has recently become 
a full-time artist.

“My work celebrates and honours the LGBTQI+ community and Single Mothers. The colourfulness and 
layering calls to mind 'confetti' which signifies celebration and festivity at PRIDE marches and events.  The 
various colours is me sprinkling some confetti onto the downtrodden members of our society. The consistent D 
shape signifies the profile of a pregnant woman's stomach. Oftentimes a woman is left to raise her young 
alone, which is a huge struggle, yet they manage beautifully.”  

“Non binary groups and women are subjected to rejection and  exclusion. I reflect on this in the intricate 
patterns of my artworks. Hand-stitching is a part of my art making process, as it reminds me of my mother 
doing mending for my brother and I growing up. She's worked as a seamstress most of her life. She's been 
taking care of my brother and I by using her hands to stitch. The way I look at it is, women do a good job 
stitching society together.”  

“South Africa as a society has a long way to go in terms of normalising and accepting the non-binary. I hope 
through my work I will shift paradigms and inspire change". 





Sanelisiwe Nkonyane (eSwatini) 
Ubohlonipha 
2019 
Digital print on sisal fibre handmade paper 
1/1
84 x 59,4 cm



Sanelisiwe Nkonyane (eSwatini) 
Kuhlonipha I am Woman 10 
2019 
Digital print on sisal fibre handmade paper 
1/1 
84 x 59,4 cm



Sanelisiwe Nkonyane
Installation view: Londoloza Njalo 



About Sanelisiwe (Neli) Nkonyane (b. 1978, eSwatini/Swaziland)

“Londoloza means to keep, preserve, guard and protect. Drawing on my relationship with my father, which has 
inspired this body of work, ‘Londoloza Njalo’ was the title of a solo exhibition for my MTech Visual Arts Degree 
at the University of Johannesburg. It explores how embodiment, self-representation and cultural disobedience 
are used as strategies to challenge and interrogate Nguni cultural views of the female body, as understood in 
the context of the custom of kuhlonipha. By disobeying cultural norms through photography, I take ownership 
of how my body is viewed.” 

“The title of the work is inspired by a siSwati wedding song, sung by the bride. The bride acknowledges her 
father’s role in her life and how she has had to represent him throughout her life. Most importantly, she 
declares how her father is the protector and the guardian of her words, thoughts and actions.” 

“My father has not only been my protector and my keeper, he has taught me to keep, protect and guard my 
siSwati traditions and culture emphasising how these define me as a liSwati woman. He has also taught me to 
question and interrogate the siSwati cultural practices, which this body of work aims to do. I am also telling my 
story in order for it to be preserved and kept in the viewers who engage with my work.”

This group show only includes a small number of photography-based works. However, Neli’s broader body of 
work also incorporates sculpture - including an installation of sculptural fragments of the lower body, 
highlighting the invasive tradition of virginity testing.  As a precursor to the artist’s exploration of cultural 
disobedience, these sculptures signify conformity to traditions which women may not have chosen to follow, 
but find themselves bound to. 



Thebe Phetogo (Botswana) 
Untitled Lowe pathway 
2020 
Oil, acrylic and shoe polish on canvas 
51 x 44,5 cm



Thebe Phetogo (Botswana) 
The foot and the mountain 
2020 
Oil, acrylic and shoe polish on canvas 
56 x 34 cm 



Thebe Phetogo (Botswana) 
Lowe (Male hill female hill 2) 

2020 
Oil on canvas 
44,5 x 51,5 cm 





Sizwe Sibisi (South Africa) 
Holding down the fort 

2020 
Patchwork with cotton and cotton-blends, hand-stitched 

84, 5 x 114 cm



Sizwe Sibisi (South Africa) 
Peace Be Still 

2020 
Pattern with cotton, hand stitched 

66 x 113 x cm



Sizwe Sibisi (South Africa) 
Push and pull

 2020 
Patchwork with cotton and cotton-blends, hand-stitched 

66 x 124cm



Sizwe Sibisi (South Africa) 
Wet Kisses 

2020 
Patchwork with cotton and cotton-blends, hand-stitched 

 66 x 137 cm



Angelique Bougaard (South Africa) 
Memory II 
2020 
Mixed medium print on handmade paper 
90 x 66 



Angelique Bougaard (South Africa) 
Or Life? 
2019 
Silkscreen and drawing on handmade paper 
95 x 65cm 





Sanelisiwe Nkonyane (eSwatini) 
Kuhlonipha I am Woman 4 
2019 
Digital print on paper
1/3
84.1 × 59.4 cm

Or

1/3
59,4 x 42 cm



Sanelisiwe Nkonyane (eSwatini) 
Kuhlonipha I am Woman 3 
2019 
Digital print on paper
1/3 
84.1 × 59.4 cm

Or

1/3
59,4 x 42 cm



Sanelisiwe Nkonyane
Installation view: Londoloza Njalo 



Sanelisiwe Nkonyane (eSwatini) 
Londoloza Njalo 

Embossing on handmade paper 1/1 
42 x 59,4 cm


